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Behind the scenes of stvle, Ever looked al

this back backdrop o a fashion shool, and
windered where did they (nd that house?
When fashion pholographers, designers

perfect location for their photo shool |
who is the first person on their check lis]
lor call? Muost likely Catherine Mevlen

Tessin VWalluanios Akolo gol bo gripgs will will LA™s

fivvesst loeahinm pgent

and commercials directors need 1o Tnd the

AFERF

With her company Meyler mond Co, she
hats chimpioned s renaissance i e beantifi
maodernlst works ol Richard ~Nentra, Rudoli
Schindler and Pierre J\r"u:“: un the west cnasl
of the Uniled Stales, and got Gueel, Steven
Meisel and Donna Barun desperate Far hiy
design adviee.

v camplete neweomer o the business when
she arrivedd in the LS in the early 90s she has
Become one of the misl respected location
ugents in II:-H]. woid,

5/ What do you Like aboul Tiving in Los
Angeles compared with London?

CMY LA was altraetive Lo e Becagse youl gt
mrore g for the buek. You can renl an
unfurnished apartment very cheaply. For three
vears | Hived in o fantastic Schindler apurtment
for $600 per month. 11 hod views over the
whiole cily and was in a great up and coming
(then area -Silverloke, nooares known lor its
unusually high concentration of architeelural
properties, Neutra Pluce (o cul=tde-sac ol eight
Neutrn houses), various Schindlers, Lautners

S How did yvou First become Interested in
architecture?

CAMY I started when | worked ns a nanny and
my cmployer was very involved in preserva-
then, She hought e o miembership of the LA
Lonservaney and a book called "Archilecines
in Los Angeles-A Complete Guide®, Becanse LA
15 50 new, e most abivious arehitecture is arl
deca, some streamline moderne, and Interna
lional moderne, | just did thines ol my own
piee, as long as | could support mysell, For a
ey years | peverted back to secretarial work
just o relieve the pressure of o “career”, | just
enjoyed mysell, Learned o sail and rieed
vachis for o while,



S What do vou think of fashion designers ke
Prada ploneering the work of avanl garde
architects for fashion stores?

CM/ 1 think making the purchase of elothes o
complete design experienoe s an excellent
idea and any opportunity 0 bring archilectire
inlo the public conseiousness s a step ahead
The fact that so many fashion ads aee now shol
within and around great architecture s no
coincidence, obviously il worked very wall and
this is the natural progression. That designers
publicly endorse architecture in this way
miakes it a discussion topic and therefore
cncourages people W learn more aboul 1L in
arder o have a point of view, It makes it cool
Lo ke and people want o know more. 1
gives faghion an added diversity,

¢ Do you deal with film companies or is il
muostly mugnzines/photographers?

CM/ The company is anly four years ald and
we are known for still photography. However
in the last year we hove done o feature Glm
and we are being sought oul more und more
[or this type of thing. We are now in o
markedly different climate than when [ started
in this business (in 1985). Then thers were far
lewer location companies and architecture
wasn'L understood by most of them, | was the
[irst person that people could ving and discuss
architecture with

5410 someons requests a Nentra house Tor
instanee?

CM/ You should also submit Roenig, Cring
Ellwinend, certain Lautner's, yvou know? hnock-
ofls oo,

S Can vou descpibe how vour Company
works? Is il Hike an ageney?

CM/ Absolutely, In & city where evervone
seems to have an agent, 1 am an agent for
houses. | have houses photographed, and keep
those photographs in files under various head-
ings. When a certain bype of house is request-
ed | submit my {deas and i one is chosen, |
negoliate the contenel amnd have o stall member
on site at all times, A few vears ago [ gota
brief for an “nrtist's lofl” for an lalinn Yogue
story Steven Meisel was shooting, We pulled
ottt the requisile downtown lols, big wire-
house spaces ¢te, just like every other location
serviee. Then ©ihrew in one of Tony Duguetie's
houses-after all he was an artist. | knew that
the photographer wounld e shooting about 240
pages and you can’t gel 20 good pages from o
couple of big, spare, while-walled rooms. Bt
Tony's house offered something wild and dif
ferent in every rosm-in every direction-FAR
maore interesting. | immediately got a call ask
ing il there were nny more hoonses similar so |
sient up Tony's Mallbu property and that sealed

the deal, The funny thing wos thit the inspira-
lion behind the inltial ldea was that the model

shonld represent an cecentrie artist, and Tony's§
Iate wife was an incredibly ecoentric artist-go it}

really was the perfect fit.

SO Do you feel people's attitudes o their onvi-
ronment are any different in LA?

CMS LA has o hoge history of great archites
lure and o massive concentration of (L The LA
Conservaney is very visible. Also because of
the constant use of architectoral properties in
advertising and filming, it brings the visibility
tir thee forefronl and so s @82ier W e mconr e
people 1o aceept and (hopelully) help o pro
tect and save It as well as appreciate i

5/ Was there any partioular moment il
inspired vou o starl vour company?

CM/ Aler et my lost company | was being
headhunted by anyvone dand everyone and |
opled e start negolintions with o large
studio who had a production department and
were thinking nbout starting o location deport
ment too, When it zol to remuneration and
commission levels, the person intervicwing me
wias scathingly apprehensive about the hillings
| said | conld generate, | was so insulted that |
stomped out and had loneoh with a couple of
English locition managers, One of tiem,
lones (location manager of X-Files) was aghast

phioto

that | would even consider generaling any
where near these kinds of snms for someone
else. He alse pointed oul Ut T had now given
my vast resourees o two other companies and
now wiis plooming W do e same 1o o thied.
He insisted that | should open my own serviee
wwhieh | was reluctant o do for g variety of rea
sons, He was very delermined and two hours
and bwo bottles of wine later, | pgreed o give it
ago, | opened in June 1HEE with 50,000

This vear we hiove steadily Dilled oul arownd
S100,000 per month and it doesn't seem o be
slowing down. [t doesn't seem possible does
in?

SO Do vou feel people’s attitndes have changed
towards orchitecture in the lost decade?

CM/ I ooway bot iv's still not enough. Even
though it's now  hecome hip and cool o he
interested . ood konow about, architecture-
there are still very few preservation ordinances
i plinee in the U5, so bulldings are constantly
heing demaoilished for new shopplog malls, or
MeMuansions, According the the ALA (American
Ingtiute aof Architects) only B% ol houses il
hove oo archileel involved. Bal perhoaps the
architects are ar fhialt wwo. | think many of
them seoncentrule solely on moking money and
just gell their souls. I0s rare In LA o hear of a
really good: prelittect Duodlding low -income hous
ing ar camminnity projects, 1t osed (o be that
architects hiad  semewhat of o sovial conscienee

ind found sueh projects challenging, but |
think now the almighty dollar rules and oo
often only the rich ore in a prssition o afTord
great architecture, I0s a shame because in 1A
there are tracts of housing buill by G gory
Aln and A Quiney Jones, plus Neolro and
Schindler aportment boildings. Great archibe
ture should never be the preserve of the rich,

SO How did you get involved in such an inler
esting business?

CM/ In 1995 1 hod been in LA for 8 vears te
g to Tind”™ & career or area ot suited me
and 1 hodn't so 1 had planned on retuning o
England, | rang someone | knew socially who
owned o production coampany lor stll photog
rphy and asked For a temp job basically for
abrfare home, She ok me on and pot me in
the Locations |:||"F|[_ The first bictel was lor o
Neuten sivle hoose and they really didn't have
any &0 1 ran home and got all my LA
Conservancy liternlure-the Gebhard Architecios
in Los Angeles - A Complete Guide and all the
pamphlets from e house tonrs. | knocked on
Howors until | had 5 sood ¢

selion and we gol
the job, | was in heaven-fashion and architee
lire, 1 gol more houses and went alter more
fashion clients. The lurning point




wius Harper's Bazoar Joodman (now
Fashion Director at Vogue) was coming out
from NY 1o shool Nicole Ridman with Patrick
Demarchalier, Tonne has an incredible love
and knowledge of archilecturs amd her assis-
tiant Beau Cuillian (now al Marie Claire) was
thrilled to find someone who "gol 1", They put
houses on hold with me and some other com-
panies, bul requested my presence when tey
scouted them all. Even though 1 didn't repre-
genl some of these houses | knew about them
and gave Tonne some background of the houses
when we scouted them. We ended up shooting
at o modern house, through me, and afterward
Tonne gave me some advice, Namely, thal |
was obviously so suited to this business that
should really think about a flure wilhin il she
impressed upon me that there was no one else
who understood the inherent taste necessary
for this and 1 could create my own market As
success hred suceess, | found mysell collabo
rating with the most amazing people creative-
Iv. It was o truly amazing lime, zero o Gueel
in two years!!

S/ Can anyone's house be considered to be
tken on by your company, what are te pre-
requisites for joining?

CM/ When the company's focus was almos!
enlirely stll photography and lashion, we real-
Iy only listed the best of any particular genre,
That said-it could include anvihing, One has o
be entirely without judgement-if vou personal-
Iy hate 70's that's fine but you have o be able
recognize o truly great and original 70's house
and jusl love it for what it 15, Sometimes bad
taste is fantastic! If someone wants a trashy
T Boogie Nights style house, there are only g
few great ones, That is true for any style, peri-
od ete.  With commercials and llms, any-
where in the USA Is demanded so almost any-
thing can contain thel certain nuggel that's
required, When you think how many commer-
cinls are made selling household cleaning
products or foods and they're almost all shot in
everyiday houses. For high-end fashion howey-
er, it's a different storv. The only ones we tend
o pass on are houses that are bland, with no
redeeming features so that even I vou replaced
all the furmiture, it wouold still be just foar
square white walls and could be any house,
any where. You may as well build a seL

S0 you could live in any house, anywhere in
the world. Where would it be?

CM/ In my 18937 Neatra honse in Palm Springa!

5/ What do you personally feel makes a house
uppealing for locations?

CM/ The best houses-like the best people-have
sonl. A great house has an intangible, unguan-
tifialde "thing" that the owner has, unknowing
ly, infused Into it. It can be found in any style
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or period of house, It is usually an eclectic mix
of furniture/fixtures/fittings that has exactly
the right balance. It can be ultra minimal or
madly over-the-top. These houses are usually
easy o work o oo, the crew always seem
happy and relaxed, Sometimes this is because
the owners are older and have large families,
They look at filming as if iU's just another big
family evenl and seem o enjoy the whole
experience. The house i used 1o having large
groups and can secommodate them casily these
are always the house that sustain the least
damuge, probably because a) evervone loves
the house and respects the owners so therefore
are exira cariful and/or b) evervone s relaxed
and happy because of the atmosphere.

5/ What small things do vou think people can
do to their house that are often overlooked,
that would improve visual style?

CM/ Either pare it down-or add 1o it

sometimes owners have a lew great
pieces of furniture but itU's lost in the clutter,
Pare the room down to IU's lunctional mini-
i, and don’t have too many knick-knacks
on the surfaces, Art on the walls should be
removiable-either because there could be a
copyright problem or it's too overpowering.

When people try o copy whal they
think works from magazines- it shows, For
instanee, with the popularity of all things mid-
century modern, it is possible to walk in to one
or two shops and order all of the standard
Eames/Knoll furniture in one go, Usually a
goodd house thal is extremely minimal has
been thought out very carefully with furniture
and pieces placed in just the righl place, in just
the right way,
Even if most of the furniture is name brand,
there's always something else in there-a bit of
n twisl, that shows imagination. So sometimes
the advice is to put something back in or the
house looks like a bad set with everything of the
same time period but brand new, Sometimes a
A0p bowl or o couple of add lnmps from the
flea markel can make all the difference. The
ope siyle that is ulterly anigue and can very
rarely be copled is the complete and utter
over-the-top, more-is-more house, These are
rare and usually owned by eccentric, artistic
individuuls who can throw caution to e wind
and decorate with gay abandon, and they are a
joy 1o behold. Tony Duguetle was the best
example of this, as well as the house in Beverly
Hills where we shot much of the Versace
campaign in April 2000,
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